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A Crumb of Faith

Untested faith is not worth having

FAITH = Forsaking All I Trust Him

Matthew 15:21-28 (New International Version, ©2011)

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering terribly.” 23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.

· Recognition of who can help.  Heard that He was there – sought out against all odds one who could help. Recognized Jesus as the Messiah although many of his countrymen would not accept him.  Knew even His background – was not afraid to come to Him on His terms.
· The silence of waiting on God. – God’s slowness – can be rapid; God’s silence can be deafening.  

· The fear of the religious or those that do not understand the work of God – the disciples were more concerned with their reputation than with the child’s healing.  People will get in the way of your faith.
· Jesus’ answer designed to provoke, incite, and test the commitment of this parent.  Untested faith is not worth having.
· Even after rejection she is aware that her only hope is from the Lord. 
· Hosea 6:1 “Come; let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces   but he will heal us; he has injured us but he will bind up our wounds. 2 After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us that we may live in his presence. 3 Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.”

· She agrees with Jesus – his words cannot detain her miracle – she wanted and needed his healing for her daughter more than she wanted anything else.

· Jesus is moved by her words – and the crumbs that she was willing to eat became a great blessing.

· She fought with the angel as Jacob did, she was in the cave with Elijah, she was Jesus in the garden – this woman represents a “hanging onto God” in spite of public ridicule and even religious oppression.  She ran to God – and held on for dear life.
