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Balancing Gifts and Fruit: Extreme Submission
Jesus balanced Power with Service
I Jesus had all power and yet had no shame in serving
John 13:1-17 Jesus humbled himself to the utmost.  He was so secure in following the will of His Father that He could become a servant.
Matthew Henry – A well-grounded assurance of heaven and happiness, instead of puffing up a man with pride will make and keep him very humble.

JFB (Commentary) John 13:3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; an unclouded perception of His essential relation to the Father, the commission He held from Him, and His approaching return to him, possessed His soul. 
Turn your temptation into a temple, your problem into a parable, your stress into strength.

Matthew Henry - Jesus took off his outer garments; “We must divest ourselves of everything that would either feed our pride or hang in our way and hinder us in what we have to do, must gird up the loins of our mind, as those that in earnest buckle to business.

Jesus was so confident that the promises that God had made to Him would be fulfilled that in humbling himself he lost nothing.

II Jesus was Waiting/Trusting/Depending Joyfully in the Lord

Psalm 84:5 blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.

Some think they are blessed but are not because they have not entered into pilgrimage with God – they are on the outskirts of blessing simply receiving small outpourings.  Those that enter in – are served platefuls of God’s banquet that overflow.  
Daniel in the lion’s den, Jonah in the fish’s belly, Israel in the desert were all in God’s tabernacle.  Let your situation become the catalyst for change that pulls you up not drags you down.

Being in the will of God; His extreme submissive will – is like receiving a banquet of food that fills to satisfy and never runs out.  But those that are following after what Jesus can do rather than who Jesus is are stuck on signposts and never come to where the sign leads – which is to fullness in Jesus. It is like eating the dessert before the main course.  The dessert will fill you, it tastes good, it is desirable to the eyes and it goes down well.  But it has no nutritional value.  It fills you with empty calories – you are full but not satisfied – the same as those that follow after signs.  The signs point to Jesus they are not ends in themselves.  

III Jesus was Obeying/Hearing/Committed & Submitted to God

Deuteronomy 12:4 you must not worship the Lord your God in their way. 5 But you are to seek the place the Lord your God will choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there for his dwelling. To that place you must go.
We cannot be accommodating when we are about God’s business. We must keep the gospel of Jesus Christ as the main thing and the whole counsel of his word as priority.  Everything else is secondary or we cease being a church.  We become a social service agency or a do good club.  There are a lot of people clamoring for attention.  Do we really hear God’s voice when we succumb to the voice of the people?

Acts 6:2 It is not right that we should give up preaching the Word of God to serve tables.
3 Therefore brothers pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the Word.

What is the priority – Whatever God says! We should not be jack of all trades and masters of none; when we major on the minors we prioritize the secondary and in doing so unbalance the church.
Matthew Henry – Many interpreters consider Christ’s washing his disciples feet as a representation of his whole undertaking.  He knew that He was equal with God, and all things were his; and yet he rose from his table in glory, laid aside his robes of light, girded himself with our nature, took upon him the form of a servant, came not to be ministered to, but to minister, poured out his blood, poured out his soul unto death, and thereby prepared a laver (washbasin) to wash us from our sins.
IV Jesus only once said that he was leaving us an example 

John 13:15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.
When our ears become tuned to hearing God’s voice we can hear him above the clamor of the needs of the church and can prepare the church with the wants of God.

Theodore Roosevelt said, “It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

