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BROKEN FOR RECONSTRUCTION
Genesis 32:10 I am not worthy of the least of all the mercy and loving-kindness and all the faithfulness which You have shown to Your servant, for with only my staff I passed over this Jordan long ago, and now I have become two companies. 11 Deliver me, I pray You, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come and smite us all, the mothers with the children. 24 And Jacob was left alone, and a Man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 And when the Man saw that He did not prevail against Jacob, He touched the hollow of his thigh; and Jacob's thigh was put out of joint as he wrestled with Him. 26 Then He said, Let Me go, for day is breaking. But Jacob said, I will not let You go unless You declare a blessing upon me. 27 The Man asked him, what is your name? And he said, Jacob [supplanter, schemer, trickster, swindler]! 28 And He said, your name shall be called no more Jacob [supplanter], but Israel [contender with God]; for you have contended and have power with God and with men and have prevailed.

Jacob spoke these words when he pondered God's goodness despite his own sin and shame:

Unlike some who seem to have it all together, Jacob knew that everything he brought to God had been ruined by sin. He thought of himself as a man undeserving of God's grace. But his hope lay not in his worth but in the promise of God to look with favor on those who throw themselves on His mercy. 

1 THROW YOURSELF ON THE MERCY OF GOD
Jacob:  I am not worthy; Deliver me!

Jesus:  Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit.

2 LET GO OF THE REIGNS OF YOUR LIFE; LET GOD TAKE CHARGE OF YOU
Jacob: From birth, warring with his brother – always striving to be first.  Coveting his birthright – pleasing God with his desire for blessing but not his method for getting it.
Jesus: From birth pleasing God – as a young man honoring God – as a minister holy in all his actions.
3 ALLOW GOD TO BREAK YOU DOWN SO THAT HE CAN RECONSTRUCT YOU
When you fight with God you will get the best beating of your life – you will come out with part of you broken – and the way you walk will be changed forever.
Jacob: limped for the rest of his life.
Jesus:  Hebrews 5:7-10 7 During the days of Jesus' life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.
In other words, the Lord’s human life enables Him to know what human life is—at its worst!  
Socially, He knows what it is to be poor and uneducated.  He knows what it is to have the accent and customs of a hillbilly.  He knows what it is to have a mother whose morals people wonder about.  He knows what it is to be a minority.  He knows what it is to be a slave.  

Domestically, He knows what it is to have parents who don’t understand Him and brothers who are not saved and find Him a huge embarrassment.  

Physically, He knows what it is to hurt, and to be hungry, tired, and unable to sleep.  

Psychologically, He knows what it is to lose a loved one, to be disappointed by friends, to be lonely, to be hated without a cause, and to suffer God’s No; “This cup will not pass from you!’ 

Spiritually, He knows what it is to be tempted.  The Gospels list only a few of His temptations, but Hebrews says He was tempted in all ways as we are. The Bible doesn’t say He was tempted in all ways I am, but we are.  All of us.  Put together.  How many temptations are in this one little room?  How many temptations are there in the world?  He suffered every last one of them!  

God has become one of us!  And, unlike some who are embarrassed by their families, Jesus Christ is not ashamed of His!  

The Passion of Jesus Christ, a short devotional book by John Piper.

4 LISTEN ONLY TO WHAT GOD CALLS YOU
Jacob’s name was changed to Israel; Jesus’ name was changed to the Name above all Names.

Jacob: Name changed to; a Prince with God, Contender with God.
Jesus:  Name changed to; the faithful witness; the firstborn from the dead; the ruler of the kings of the earth; the Alpha and the Omega; who is, and who was, and who is to come; the Almighty, I Am the First and the Last, I Am the Living One. 

5 GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR RENEWED LIFE
Jacob: Father of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Jesus: Hebrews 7:24-27 Because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood.  Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.  Such a high priest meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens.  Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself.

