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Change your clothes, you’re going to meet the King
Colossians 3:1-17 God gave you new clothes but you must take off the old ones and put on the new ones.  He has given you love when you had hate, He has given you peace when you had war, He has given you hope when you had despair. He has given you truth when you lived a lie, He has given you self-control when you were ruled by anger, He has given you humility when you had pride, and He has given you forgiveness when you had bitterness.

Kenneth Wuest states it like this; but now put away once for all, and at once, also all these things: a habitual, revengeful anger, violent fits of anger, malignity, slander, obscene speech out of your mouth. Stop lying to one another, having stripped off and away from yourselves and for your own advantage the old, antiquated, outworn, decrepit, useless man [that person you were before you were saved] with his evil practices, and having clothed yourself with the new man [the person you are after you are saved] who is constantly being renewed

Matthew 22:11-14 But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 'Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless. "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' "For many are invited, but few are chosen."

If my relationship with God is off all my other relationships will also be disrupted. It’s not enough to take off the old clothes you must be clothed with the new the alternative is just cleanliness for a little while followed by more filth, perversity and destruction.  

Luke 11:24-26 “When the unclean spirit comes out of a person, it roams through waterless places in search of a place of rest; and not finding any, it says, ‘I will go back to my house from which I came.’ 25 And when it comes, it finds the place swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they go in the person and live there; and the last state of that person becomes worse than the first.”
You cannot follow God half-heartedly he requires all that’s why he gives us the strength to change.  Our addictions, bad choices and sins are very often a disorder of worship.  We are worshiping the creature rather than the creator.  We are seeking our own ends rather than God’s ends.  We too often forget that God has everything we need.  
CS. Lewis “if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak.  We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea.”
We cannot simply put on and take off though.  This is simply behavior modification and even animals can be trained to do this.  We must be totally renewed as the Word says in Ephesians 4:20-24 But you did not learn Christ in this way,  if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus,  that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,  and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind,  and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

Zechariah 3:1-4 Then the guiding angel showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at Joshua’s right hand to be his adversary and to accuse him. 2 And the Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! Even the Lord, who now and ever has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is this not a log snatched and rescued from the fire?”3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy, nauseatingly vile garments and was standing before the Angel of the Lord. 4 He spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And He said to Joshua, “See, I have caused your wickedness to be taken away from you, and I will clothe and beautify you with rich robes of forgiveness.”
Only in Christ can we have our clothes cleaned and changed.  He provides for the renewing of our mind and more.  If we are going to meet King Christ we must allow him to choose our clothing.  He does this by the power of his blood.  The only blood that cleanses rather than stains that the shedding of gives life rather than death, His blood has the power to give salvation from the wrath of God and freedom from our sins this includes deliverance, safety, preservation, healing and soundness. 

The Blood of Christ rescues us 1 Peter 1:18-19 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.

The blood of Christ cleans our conscience Hebrews 9:14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

The blood of Christ cleans us from sin 1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

The blood of Christ allows us to get near to God Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.

We must make the choice to hear and obey the voice of God and believe Him. 

A group of frogs were traveling through the woods, and two of them fell into a deep pit. When the other frogs saw how deep the pit was, they told the two frogs that they were as good as dead. The two frogs ignored the comments and tried to jump up out of the pit with all their might. The other frogs kept telling them to stop, that they were as good as dead. Finally, one of the frogs listened to what the other frogs were saying and gave up. He fell down and died.

The other frog continued to jump as hard as he could. Once again, the crowd of frogs yelled at him to stop the pain and just die. He jumped even harder and finally made it out. When he got out, the other frogs said, “Did you not hear us?” The frog explained to them that he was deaf. He thought they were encouraging him the entire time. 
