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Do Not Despise Small Beginnings

C.S. Lewis wrote a book titled Miracles. In the chapter called "The Grand Miracle," Lewis described the incarnation of Christ: "In the Christian story God descends to re-ascend. He comes down; down from the heights of absolute being into time and space, down into humanity ... down to the very roots and sea-bed of the Nature He has created.

"But He goes down to come up again and bring the ruined world up with Him. One has the picture of a strong man stooping lower and lower to get himself underneath some great complicated burden. He must stoop in order to lift, he must almost disappear under the load before he incredibly straightens his back and marches off with the whole mass swaying on his shoulders…

"In this descent and re-ascent everyone will recognise a familiar pattern: a thing written all over the world. It is the pattern of all vegetable life. It must belittle itself into something hard, small and deathlike, it must fall into the ground: thence the new life re-ascends…
"It is the pattern of all animal generation too. There is descent from the full and perfect organisms into the spermatozoon and ovum, and in the dark womb a life at first inferior in kind to that of the species which is being reproduced: then the slow ascent to the perfect embryo, to the living, conscious baby, and finally to the adult.
"So it is also in our moral and emotional life. The first innocent and spontaneous desires have to submit to the deathlike process of control or total denial: but from that there is a re-ascent to fully formed character in which the strength of the original material all operates but in a new way. Death and Rebirth--go down to go up--it is a key principle. Through this bottleneck, this belittlement, the highroad nearly always lies" ([N.Y.: Macmillan, 1960], pp. 111-12).

There is often a rebirth after a death in the life of a person. The nation of Israel experienced this around 520 BC when they were returning to build the Temple after being in captivity for disobedience. For seventy years they yearned to worship in the temple. 
Ezra 9:8 (JPS Tanakh 1917) And now for a little moment grace hath been shown from the LORD our God, to leave us a remnant to escape, and to give us a nail in His holy place, (secure hold; tent peg; firm foothold)
that our God may lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving in our bondage. They were comforted by a nail because it was in God’s house. 
Zechariah 4:10 (Living Bible) Do not despise this small beginning, for the eyes of the Lord rejoice to see the work begin, to see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. For these seven lamps represent the eyes of the Lord that see everywhere around the world.”
(NIV) "Who dares despise the day of small things, since the seven eyes of the LORD that range throughout the earth will rejoice when they see the chosen capstone in the hand of Zerubbabel?"
(The seven eyes reflect God’s oversight of the world and its inhabitants, and His pleasure in the construction of the temple). God is pleased to see small beginnings and He directs the work. 
