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From Beauty to Wholeness

Acts 3:1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer (Accountability; Priority; Responsibility)—at three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth (He only knew the ugliness of being an invalid - a cast out) was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg (His value was based on the pity of others) from those going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us! (We must get the attention of the world with the message we proclaim)” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.6 Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. (He was not ashamed of the one who healed him) 9 When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.

The Lord had prepared an encounter at the gate called Beautiful. The Lord had determined that what was ugly would again become beautiful through the Holy Spirit working in and through His servants. They would wield His power against sickness, hopelessness and apathy. 

The lame man was carried to the temple - Every Day – All he knew was to how beg.  Begging had become normal for him.  Just like addiction becomes normal for some, sexual relationships without love become normal for some, some people are so caught in their mindset of crawling that they can no longer stand. Crawling is normal for them so they crawl with everyone else although they think they are living. Peter speaks of them in 1 Peter 4:3-4 In the past you gave enough of your life over to living like the people who do not know God. You gave your life to sex sins and to sinful desires. You got drunk and went to wild parties and to drinking parties and you worshiped false gods. Those who do not know God are surprised you do not join them in the sinful things they do. They laugh at you and say bad things against you.
There was no beauty in the man but by the gate called Beautiful he was made whole, he was changed to what God intended him to be. This man lived the same thing day after day until a servant of God, empowered by God, stepped into his life.  Peter and John were going to the temple to pray. They were about God’s business. The Lord gave them an opportunity to openly display His power. Peter gave what he had he did not focus on what he did not have as we do. We often say, “If I had this or I had that I would do such and such.” Why don’t you give of the little you have so the Lord can see your faith and multiply your ability? Be faithful with the little so you can receive the greater!
It is related that Thomas Aquinas came to Rome and visited Pope Innocent IV. He looked somewhat amazedly upon the mass of plate and treasure which he saw there. "So," said the pope, "you see, Thomas, we cannot say as did St. Peter of old, 'Silver and gold have I none.'" "No," said Aquinas, "neither can you command, as did he, the lame man to arise and walk."
We say we don’t have and are often stuck there bewailing what we think we should have.  Peter and John went further they used what they had received from Jesus.  What can you give away to others that God has given you?

Promises to God (By: Joel Osteen) His grandfather “putting off what he promised to God”. 

My grandfather on my dad’s side was a very good, hard-working man. But, Granddaddy didn’t have any kind of spiritual upbringing. None of his relatives knew anything about God. My father was the first one in the family to come to know the Lord when he was just seventeen years old. Granddaddy Osteen was a very quiet, reserved man. My father shared his faith with Granddaddy many times, but he just wouldn’t hear it. He said, “John, when I’m dead, I’m dead like a dog. Just roll me over in the ditch.” My father would say, “No, Daddy. You’ve got to live on somewhere after the stars fall like autumn leaves.”

But it just went in one ear and out the other. It didn’t have any effect on Granddaddy. Year after year went by. One Sunday, my father was up in the pulpit at the church he pastored at that time. Granddaddy walked in that church for the first time ever and sat down on the back row. My father was so thrilled! It was a dream come true. Then, right in the middle of his message, Granddaddy got up, walked down the aisle and stood at the altar, interrupting the whole service. He said, “John, I’m finishing today what I started over 40 years ago. “Daddy said, “What do you mean?”

Granddaddy told how when he was in his early 20’s, he was out in the woods and a huge blizzard unexpectedly blew in. He got lost. He walked for hours and hours in temperatures below zero. He couldn’t see anything. Night fell and he was lost in the dark and cold, all alone. He was sure that he was going to freeze to death. His body was starting to shut down and he got very sleepy. He was about to lie down in the snow, but before he did, under his breath he said, “God, if You will spare my life and help me make it through this storm, then I’ll serve You.” Granddaddy lay down in the snow expecting it to be the end. The next morning, he woke up just as warm as toast. Somehow God had kept him alive. He said, “John, I’ve put this off for 40 years, but today I’m going to make good on the promise that I made to God.”

My grandfather never missed another Sunday at that church. One day they asked him to become an usher. You would have thought they had asked him to become the President of the United States! He was so proud, so excited. Granddaddy only owned one suit. When he died, that was the suit he was buried in. In the pockets, there were church bulletins and church offering envelopes and tracts from the church where he had served.

How many people, like my grandfather, have made a promise to God? “God, if You will help me through this tough time, then I’ll serve You…God, if You will give me this job, then I’ll get back in church…God, if You will help me pass this college course…God, if You will show me mercy.” God did His part. My question is, “Have you done yours?” Have you made good on the promise that you made to God? If not, don’t put it off any longer. It’s not too late to forgive. It’s not too late to get back in church. It’s not too late to pursue a dream. It’s your time to fulfill your promise to God because He is faithful, and He will fulfill every promise He’s made to you!
We must drop man-made worship, man-made prayer, and man-made language – throw everything away that looks like it helps but actually hinders. Once you get to God you must drop the baby steps that got you there and enter into the School of God where He will educate you for living in His kingdom.  Fulfill your words before God and watch Him lead you into abundance. Peter and John and the lame man learned that the Power of God changes lives permanently.
