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Balancing Gifts and Fruit: Idle Hands lead to Idols of the Heart
Spiritual fruit will show itself in our lives as a change in our character and outlook. As we spend time with Jesus and get to know Him better, His thoughts will become our thoughts. His purpose will become our purpose. We become like him. Galatians 5:22-23 says, "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." Is that what others see in your life? If not, then either you don't know God or you are living outside of fellowship with Him.
Spiritual gifts are endowments which are given by the Holy Spirit. These are the supernatural graces which individual Christians need to fulfill the mission of the church. Spiritual gifts identified in Romans 12 are prophesying, serving, teaching, encouraging, giving, leadership, and mercy. The list in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11;28 includes word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, healings, helps, governments and diversities of tongues.
There must be a balance between fruits and gifts or we can harm others while claiming to do the work of God. A prime example of an unbalanced life is displayed by King David.  Rather than fighting with his troops and leading them in battle his complacency led to the downfall of his family.  David’s sin led to idolatry – he was intimate and worshiping and enjoying something other than God. Sin displaced God in his heart. He was gifted in the area of leadership and grew complacent and prideful, forgetting that all wisdom comes from God. We must check and guard our hearts to live our lives wisely.
2 Samuel 11 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king’s men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem. 2 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3 and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” 4 Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (Now she was purifying herself from her monthly uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 5 The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”
2 Samuel 12 (NASB) 9 Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’11 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 
12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.’”13Then David said to Nathan, "( I have sinned against the LORD " And Nathan said to David, "The LORD also has taken away your sin; you shall not die.14"However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die." 27 Joab then sent messengers to David, saying, “I have fought against Rabbah and taken its water supply. 28 Now muster the rest of the troops and besiege the city and capture it. Otherwise I will take the city, and it will be named after me.”29 So David mustered the entire army and went to Rabbah, and attacked and captured it. 30 David took the crown from their king’s head, and it was placed on his own head.
Samson had God’s strength and was bowed down by pride.  He used the gift of God to play with his enemies until they overcame him.

King Solomon had great wisdom and was brought low by stupidity and excess.  He used the wisdom that God gave him to indulge all of his appetites and ended up totally dissatisfied with his life.  

                          OTHERS MAY: YOU CANNOT - by G. D. Watson (1845-1924).
If God has called you to be really like Jesus He will draw you into a life

of crucifixion and humility, and put upon you such demands of obedience,

that you will not be able to follow other people, or measure yourself by

other Christians, and in many ways He will seem to let other people do

things which He will not let you do.

Other Christians and ministers who seem very religious and useful, may

push themselves, pull wires, and work schemes to carry out their plans,

but you cannot do it, and if you attempt it, you will meet with such

failure and rebuke from the Lord as to make you sorely penitent.

Others may boast of themselves, of their work, of their successes, of

their writings, but the Holy Spirit will not allow you to do any such

thing, and if you begin it, He will lead you into some deep mortification

that will make you despise yourself and all your good works.

Others may be allowed to succeed in making money, or may have a legacy

left to them, but it is likely God will keep you poor, because He wants

you to have something far better than gold, namely, a helpless dependence

upon Him, that He may have the privilege of supplying your needs day by

day out of an unseen treasury.

The Lord may let others be honored and put forward, and keep you hidden

in obscurity, because He wants to produce some choice fragrant fruit for

His coming glory, which can only be produced in the shade.  He may let

others be great, but keep you small.  He may let others do a work for Him

and get the credit for it, but He will make you work and toil on without

knowing how much you are doing; and then to make your work still more

precious He may let others get credit for the work which you have done,

and thus make your reward ten times greater when Jesus comes.

The Holy Spirit will put a strict watch over you, with a jealous love, and

will rebuke you for little words and feelings or for wasting your time,

which other Christians never feel distressed over. So make up your mind

that God is an Infinitely Sovereign Being, and has a right to do as He

pleases with His own.  He may not explain to you a thousand things which

puzzle your reason in His dealings with you, but if you absolutely sell

yourself to be His love slave, He will wrap you up in Jealous Love, and

bestow upon you many blessings which come only to those who are in the

inner circle.

Settle it forever, then that you are to deal directly with the Holy

Spirit, and that He is to have the privilege of tying your tongue, or

chaining your hand, or closing your eyes, in ways that He does not seem

to use with others.  Now, when you are so possessed with the living God

that you are, in your secret heart, pleased and delighted over this

peculiar, personal, private, jealous guardianship and management

of the Holy Spirit over your life, then you will have found the vestibule

of Heaven.
