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Romans 8:31 If God is for us, who can be against us?
GOOD FRIDAY - “Jesus Himself bore our sins in His Body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness, by His wounds, you have been healed” I Peter 2:24.

Why is Good Friday referred to as “Good “? The results of Christ’s death was very good. 1Peter 3:18 tells us,” For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. His death was unique, because it was perfectly timed. Jesus said,” It is finished “, with that, He bowed His head and gave up His Spirit” John 19:30. Jesus had the power, that He dismissed His own Spirit. In this respect, His death was unique. Jesus Christ offered His own body, His own life for our sins. He demonstrated His complete obedience to God and in this respect also, His death was unique. The death of Jesus had supernatural consequences as we see in Matthew 27:51, 52, the earth shook, the rocks split as the Nature responded to the death of its Creator. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died, were raised to life. The thick-lined curtain in the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom, symbolizing that through the death of Jesus, the way into God’s immediate presence was open to all. 
The reasons we have for celebration and rejoicing at Easter. 
1 First of all, Jesus is alive and has conquered death. That’s something that cannot be said about any other religious leader. After His resurrection, Jesus ascended to heaven to sit at the Father’s right hand (Heb. 10:12). From there He intercedes on our behalf with the Father and awaits the time when He will return for us.

2 Second reason for rejoicing is that Jesus promised to prepare a place for us in heaven. Before His crucifixion, He comforted His disciples, saying, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also” (John 14:3). Our minds cannot fathom what awaits us. What joy there will be when Jesus leads us to the door and says, “Welcome home.” 

3 The third reason for rejoicing is Christ’s promise of our bodily resurrection. Jesus’ victory over death is our guarantee that we too will be raised. When Martha was grieving over Lazarus’ death, Jesus told her, “Your brother will rise again” (John 11:23). Then He added, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies” (v. 25). For Christians, death is the end of pain and suffering but not the end of life. At that moment, we’re immediately ushered into Christ’s presence, and one day we will experience the resurrection of our bodies.

The bodies we have now are burdened with sin and its consequences. We suffer illness, fatigue, aging, and eventual death. But on that resurrection day, we will be given new bodies that are imperishable, glorious, and powerful (1 Cor. 15:42-44). Jesus will leave heaven with the souls of all the believers who have died. The trumpet will sound, and their bodies will be resurrected. Then those of us who know Christ and are alive at that time will be changed and caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:14-17).

4 The fourth reason to rejoice—we will see our believing loved ones again (v. 17). This truth really sank into my heart when I watched the casket holding my mother’s body being lowered into the grave. This was not the end of our relationship, but a temporary separation. That’s why Paul said in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 that we don’t have to grieve as those who have no hope. One day there will be a glorious family reunion, and we’ll never be separated again.

Easter truly is an occasion for celebration, but Jesus’ resurrection also reminds us that He is our source of hope. If we set our hearts on the things of this world, we’ll be on an emotional roller coaster—up one minute and down the next. But the open tomb reminds us that a better day is coming.

The next time you’re tempted to despair, remember that you have reasons to rejoice that will last into eternity. Like the disciples, you may feel as if your world has fallen apart, but there is a glorious day coming when all your sorrows will be turned into joy. Let that hope give you the courage and strength to persevere. A resurrection day is coming again. 

Charles Stanley.

A healthy Christian is one of the liveliest creatures on earth. When he is at work you may hear him sing. He cannot help it; do not blame him for a little noise. Let him sing, and laugh till he cries. Sometimes he cannot help it; he will burst if his soul may not have vent. When he begins to talk about his Lord his eyes flash fire. Some people hint that he is out of his mind; but those who know best assure us that he was never before so sane as now. Of course, the world thinks religion is such poor stuff that nobody could grow excited about it. To my mind, cold religion is the nastiest dish ever brought to table. True godliness is served up hot. Newness of life means a soul aglow with love to God, and therefore earnest, zealous, happy. Let the believing man have space for his larger life, swing for his grander joy. Nay, do not gag him; let him sing his new song. If any man out of heaven has a right to be happy, it is the man who lives in newness of life. Come, beloved, I want you to go home to-day with the resolve that the newness of life shall be more apparent in your walk. Do not live the old life over again. Why should you? What good would come of it? — Charles Spurgeon, "Christ's Resurrection and Our Newness of Life"
Where in your life do you need the resurrection power of Jesus at work today?
How to respond 
1 Surrender your life to God 
2 Believe that God will use even the negative: Romans 8.38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
3 Rest in God's wisdom, love and power 
4 Thank God for bringing you through
