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No other Stream

Psalm 42

The wood was so still that it was not difficult to decide where the sound was coming from.  It grew clearer every moment and, sooner than she expected, she came to an open glade and saw the stream, bright as glass, running across the turf a stone’s throw away from her.  But although the sight of the water made her feel ten times thirstier than before, she didn’t rush forward to drink.  She stood as still as if she had been turned to stone, with her mouth wide open.  And she had a very good reason: Just on this side of the stream lay the Lion…

“If you are thirsty, you may drink,” a voice said…


For a second she stared here and there, wondering who had spoken.  Then the voice said again,


“If you are thirsty, come and drink.”…


It was deeper, wilder, and stronger; a sort of heavy, golden voice…


“Are you not thirsty?” said the Lion.

“I’m dying of thirst,” said Jill.


“Then drink,” said the Lion.


“May I – could I – would you mind going away while I do?” said Jill.


The Lion answered this only by a look and a very low growl…


“Do you eat girls?” she asked fearfully.


“I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and emperors, cities and realms,” said the Lion.  It didn’t say this as if it were boasting, nor as if it were sorry, nor as if it were angry.  It just said it.


“I daren’t come and drink,” said Jill.


“Then you will die of thirst,” said the Lion.


“Oh dear!” said Jill, coming another step nearer. “I suppose I must go and look for another stream then.”


“There is no other stream,” said the Lion.

C.S. Lewis, 1953; The Silver Chair, p.19.

Verses 1-2: Where are you seeking to quench your thirst? From where do you get your satisfaction?  What consumes your daily living? And yet you still hunger and thirst.  What do you love so much that it has replaced God in your heart?  
Gerald May was a psychiatrist whose work with chemically addicted people convinced him of two things: Addiction is, at root, a spiritual issue; and every human is addicted to some variety of substances, behaviors, and thought patterns. In his classic Addiction and Grace, May argues that each of us has a profound desire for God. When that desire is inevitably frustrated or misdirected in a fallen world, we experience pain. We deal with that pain in two ways. We repress the longing, or we attach it to something else.

Verses 3-6: The Psalmist understood where he had been in the past; a leader of worship – one that would gladly take people to the house of God.  But he was also well aware of where he had fallen.  He is stuck in the accusations of those around him, concerned with what people are saying.  He remembers when he used to worship at the temple and longs to return to it. But he sees hope when he stops looking at the drought that he is experiencing and looks at the streams of water that God is going to provide for him.  
Haggai. 1:4-6 
"Is it a time," God asked through the prophet, "for you yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin? … Give careful thought to your ways. You have planted much, but have harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it"
Verses 7-10: But there is a turning point.  The Psalmist recognizes that although God has punished He will restore, although God has led him into dry deserts it was to turn his heart towards Him.  
Although the Psalmist feel as if God has forgotten him , he will still hope in Him. Jesus quotes verse nine in Matthew 27:46 “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”.

Verse 11: God can restore the years lost – He can turn back the clock and make your latter years greater than your former years.

Six hundred years after the Babylonian exile, Jesus addresses every problem Haggai and the Psalmist describes. Crops don't grow? Christ is the Vine, and we are the branches. Food and drink don't satisfy? Jesus is the Bread of Life and Living Water. Clothes don't warm? The Messiah alone can cover our sin. Wages disappear? Store up your treasures in heaven.

The desire for fullness, wellness, wholeness, productivity, security, and satisfaction turns out to be a desire for … Jesus. All substitutes only intensify the hunger.

