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Prisoner for the Lord
Ephesians 4:1 (NLT) Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been called by God.
Galatians 3:23 (ESV) Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.
1 We were prisoners until faith came. Now we are free to serve the Lord and no longer under bondage. The faith that came through the knowledge of Jesus Christ now frees us to be all that God has implanted in us. There are no barriers to God’s blessing we have free access to His throne.
2 The law held us captive. We were unable to fulfill the requirements of the Law but the One who gave the Law stepped in and not only completed the Law for us, He entered into a new covenant and wrote the Law upon our hearts. We now keep the Law through Jesus.

3 God still causes us to be “locked up until faith” is learned.  Our own nature, circumstances, trials, and disappointments all serve to keep us submissive and “locked up” until we see that the only way out is His way of faith. Moses attempted the deliverance of his people by using self-effort, his personal influence, and even violence. So God “locked [him] up” for forty years in the wilderness before he was prepared for His work (Streams 8/25).
4 How do we deal with our captivity? Job 42:10 (KJV) And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before.
5 We must decide and understand that no man can imprison us. Paul seemed to be looking over the top of his prison wall and over the heads of his enemies.  Notice how he even signed his name to his letters – not as the prisoner of Festus, nor of Caesar, and not as a victim of the Sanhedrin, but as “a prisoner for the Lord.” To him, the prison became a palace, with its corridors resounding with shouts of triumphant praise and joy. Forced from the missionary work he loved so well, Paul built a new pulpit – a new witness stand. And from his place of bondage arose some of the most encouraging and helpful ministries of Christian liberty (Streams 8/27).
6 Iron must form in our soul to strengthen us. Joseph had been rejoicing in the dreams of youth but when he was in the dungeon “iron entered into his soul.” Someone who sheds great tears over a simple romance will not be of much help in a real crisis, for true sorrow will be too deep for him. We all need the iron in life to enlarge our character. Joseph’s dungeon was the very road to his throne, and he would have been unable to lift the iron load of his brothers had he not experienced the iron in his own life (Streams 9/8).
7 Do not say that the darkness of the prison has shackled you, for your shackles are wings…
If Joseph had never been Egypt’s prisoner, he would have never been Egypt’s governor. The iron chain that bound his feet brought about the golden chain around his neck (Streams 9/8).
