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Stir up the Gift

Ephesians 4:11-14 (TLB) 11 Some of us have been given special ability as apostles; to others he has given the gift of being able to preach well; some have special ability in winning people to Christ, helping them to trust him as their Savior; still others have a gift for caring for God’s people as a shepherd does his sheep, leading and teaching them in the ways of God. 12 Why is it that he gives us these special abilities to do certain things best? It is that God’s people will be equipped to do better work for him, building up the Church, the body of Christ, to a position of strength and maturity; 13 until finally we all believe alike about our salvation and about our Savior, God’s Son, and all become full-grown in the Lord—yes, to the point of being filled full with Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be like children, forever changing our minds about what we believe because someone has told us something different or has cleverly lied to us and made the lie sound like the truth.
2 Timothy 1:6-7 For this reason stir-up/fan into flame the gift of God given to you by the laying on of my hands.  For God has not given you a spirit of fear but of power and love and a sound mind.
1 - Fear is not from God but can be used by God - The Bible mentions two specific types of fear. The first type is beneficial and is to be encouraged. The second type is a detriment and is to be overcome. The first type of fear is fear of the Lord. It is a reverential awe of God; a reverence for His power and glory. However, it is also a proper respect for His wrath and anger. In other words, the fear of the Lord is a total acknowledgement of all that God is, which comes through knowing Him and His attributes. 
The second type of fear mentioned in the Bible is not beneficial at all. This is the “spirit of fear” mentioned in 2 Timothy 1:7 Sometimes we are afraid, sometimes this “spirit of fear” overcomes us, and to overcome it we need to trust in and love God completely. God has liberally sprinkled encouragement against fear throughout the Bible. 
Isaiah 41:10 encourages us, “Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.” Often we fear the future and what will become of us. But Jesus reminds us that God cares for the birds of the air, so how much more will He provide for His children? “So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:31). 

The key to overcoming fear, then, is total and complete trust in God. Trusting God is a refusal to give in to fear. It is a turning to God even in the darkest times and trusting Him to make things right. This trust comes from knowing God and knowing that He is good. As Job said when he was experiencing some of the most difficult trials recorded in the Bible, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him” (Job 13:15 NKJV) got questions?org.
2 - Fan the flame/stir-up – rekindle, revive, resuscitate, give new life, remove the ashes, dust it off, blow on the coals, actively exercise.
The Greek word means to kindle afresh, keep in full flame. Stir up the fire. Add new fuel. Cause something to begin again, to reactivate. The present tense conveys the sense of progressive, continuous action. Keep kindling the gift afresh or make it your aim to continually keep it at full flame.

John Wesley - Get on fire for God and men will come and see you burn.

J. Oswald Sanders reminds the disciples of Jesus Christ that “The (candle) wick exists only to be consumed. If it survives, it has failed of its purpose. There is no such thing as costless spiritual service. As we minister to others, virtue will go out of us. Ours is the privilege of offering ourselves as fuel for the flame of God”.

3 - Power 1 Corinthians 4:20 The kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.
Strike forth, move forward, holy courage, holy strength to withstand an onslaught.

Vance Havner – “It is not enough to be orthodox: we must awaken to action. We have more apologists than apostles. Too many fundamentalists are sound‑sound asleep! Our theology needs to go up in doxology (Praise to God). We have the facts but not the fire. If we had as much vitality as we have had vocality, we would have set the world on fire long ago. We have talked much farther along than we have walked. We need to let our feet catch up with our tongues. We defend the truth, but we do not demonstrate the truth. We ponder it instead of proving it. We preach a dynamite gospel and live firecracker lives."
4 – Love 1 John 4:18 – Perfect love drives out fear.
Loving God and men (tempers power and sound mind), prevents extremes, gentle with the sheep but fierce with wolves and enemies of the flock.  Love allows a person to minister effectively but false love leads to Spiritual Entropy – Entrope (Greek) “Turning inward, into itself” – This is similar to the second law of thermodynamics or the law of entropy – which postulates that every system tends to disintegrate into disorder, or confusion, if left to itself. When we do not discipline, chastise or correct we provide false love. This tendency can only be reversed if ordering energy is applied to it effectively from a source outside the system.  
5 - Sound mind/self-control  1 Corinthians 2:16 – For who has understood the mind of God so as to instruct Him?  5 But we have the mind of Christ.
Sober minded, not silly but prudent, well-balanced, having clear understanding, able to also lead others to be clear minded.
Titus 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted.
Charlie Brown holds up his hands before his friend Lucy and says, “These are the hands which may someday accomplish great things.  These are the hands which may someday do marvelous works!  They may build mighty bridges, or heal the sick, or hit home runs, or write soul-stirring novels!  These are hands which may someday change the course of destiny!”  Lucy who always sees things as they are, replies, “They’ve got jelly on them” (John Maxwell).

Some people can only see dirty hands – their filthy – polluted minds will not allow them to see beyond at the cleansing that Christ has done – 

