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The Battle is the Lord’s
1 Samuel 17
3 The Philistines were standing on the mountain on one side and Israel was standing on the mountain on the other side, with the valley between them. 
The Church of God is just standing when it should be fighting. Some are not letting their mountain meet their valley. They are stuck on a hill of past victory. If we used our spiritual swords as much as we use our tongues the world would be saved by now.

4 Then a champion came out from the camp of the Philistines named Goliath of Gath, whose height was nine feet ten inches tall. 8 Goliath stood and shouted to the battle lines of Israel, saying to them, “Why have you come out to draw up for battle? Am I not the Philistine and are you not servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will become your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall become our servants and serve us.”  11 When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 16 Goliath came out morning and evening, and took his stand for forty days. 
17 Then Jesse said to David his son, “Take for your brothers an ephah of this roasted grain and these ten loaves of bread and run quickly to the camp to your brothers.  20 So David got up early in the morning, left the flock with a keeper, picked up the provisions and went just as Jesse had directed him. And he came to the encampment as the army was going out in battle formation shouting the battle cry. 
David was responsible with the little he had – that’s why God gave him so much more.

23 As he was talking with them, behold, the champion, the Philistine of Gath named Goliath, was coming up from the army of the Philistines, and he spoke these same words again; and David heard him. 26 Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, “What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes the disgrace of his taunting from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he has taunted and defied the armies of the living God?” 
Goliath was not in a covenant relationship with God. He had no promises of God to back him up. David could see that Goliath was as good as dead because he was not under God’s covering. If we realized that God is for us in all situations and had enough vision to see that the enemy cannot withstand our onslaught we would be completely victorious.

28 Now Eliab his oldest brother heard what he said to the men; and Eliab’s anger burned against David and he said, “Why have you come down here? With whom did you leave those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your presumption (overconfidence) and the evil of your heart; for you have come down in order to see the battle.” 29 But David said, “What have I done now? Was it not just a harmless question?” 
Those who really don’t know us will see our activities with suspicion. They will speak of ethics or morality because they cannot speak of the power of God. They will view us with human eyes because their spiritual eyes are blinded.
32 David said to Saul, “Let no man’s courage fail because of Goliath. Your servant will go out and fight with this Philistine.” 33 Then Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight him. For you are a young man and he has been a warrior since his youth.”  34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant was tending his father’s sheep. When a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after it and attacked it and rescued the lamb from its mouth; and when it rose up against me, I seized it by its whiskers and struck and killed it. 37 David said, “The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you.” 38 Then Saul dressed David in his garments and put a bronze helmet on his head, and put a coat of mail armor on him. 39 Then David fastened his sword over his armor and tried to walk, but he could not, and David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, because I am not used to them.” So David took them off. 
Saul wasn’t fighting so he gave David his armor. Big mistake for both of them. Saul stopped leading but still wanted to give commands and David could not wear what was not made for him. Your gifts are tailor made they don’t come off the shelf. 
40 Then he took his shepherd’s staff in his hand and chose for himself five smooth stones out of the stream bed, and put them in his shepherd’s bag which he had, that is, in his shepherd’s pouch. With his sling in his hand, he approached the Philistine. 
Stones that were not embellished. They had no fillers, no by-products, no added chemicals. In other words, they were truly created only by God. Our weapons should proceed from Him not our fancy ideas.
43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with staffs?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine also said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the sky and the beasts of the field.” 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have taunted.  46 This day the Lord will hand you over to me, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the corpses of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the sky and the wild beasts of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47 and that this entire assembly may know that the Lord does not save with the sword or with the spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and He will hand you over to us.”
David was fully confident in the Lord. He could talk “big” because the Lord was with him. 1 Corinthians 1:31 Therefore, as it is written: Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord. Paul quotes Jeremiah 9:24. 
48 When the Philistine rose and came forward to meet David, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 David put his hand into his bag and took out a stone and slung it, and it struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone penetrated his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 51 So he ran and stood over the Philistine, grasped his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their mighty champion was dead, they fled.  53 The sons of Israel returned from their pursuit of the Philistines and plundered their camp. 54 Then David took the head of the Philistine and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his weapons in his tent.

