Pastor Luis Ramos 
Open Door Ministries 
July 3, 2016


The Hypocrisy of Christian fakery
Hypocrisy - the practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which one's own behavior does not conform; dissimulation, false virtue, posturing, affectation, speciousness, empty talk, insincerity, falseness, deceit, dishonesty, mendacity, pretense, duplicity.
Fake - Having a false or misleading appearance; fraudulent.

1. One that is not authentic or genuine; a sham.

2. Sports - A brief feint or aborted change of direction intended to mislead one's opponent or the opposing team.

Fakery (urban Dictionary) - A "bakery" or "coffee shop" or other "small business" that is a front for a drug dealer, used to launder money and provide more interesting means of drug consumption.
Him: Man, my guy won't return my call. 

Me: It's aight yo, I know this fakery, we can get some brownies.

The Problem - 1 - Artificial Christians mislead by their lives – they “talk” a good game but can’t play one
1Timothy 4:1-2 
1 But the Holy Spirit tells us clearly that in the last times some in the church will turn away from Christ and become eager followers of teachers with devil-inspired ideas. 
2 These teachers will tell lies with straight faces and do it so often that their consciences won’t even bother them. 
(AMP) 1 But the Holy Spirit explicitly and unmistakably declares that in later times some will turn away from the faith, paying attention instead to deceitful and seductive spirits and doctrines of demons, 
2 misled by the hypocrisy of liars whose consciences are seared as with a branding iron leaving them incapable of ethical functioning.

2 - Judas an “unconverted” follower of Jesus
John 12:3-8 
3 Mary took a pound of ointment of pure liquid nard a rare perfume that was very expensive, and she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped them with her hair. And the whole house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4 But Judas Iscariot, the one of His disciples who was about to betray Him, said, 
5 Why was this perfume not sold for 300 denarii [a year’s wages for an ordinary workman] and that money given to the poor? 
6 Now he did not say this because he cared for the poor but because he was a thief; and having the money bag, he took for himself what was put into it. 
7 But Jesus said, Let her alone. It was intended that she should keep it for the time of My preparation for burial. 
8 You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.
Vonnegut, Kurt  - "Whatever it was that Jesus really said to Judas was said in Aramaic, of course-and has come to us through Hebrew and Greek and Latin and archaic English. Maybe He only said something a lot like, "The poor you always have with you, but you do not always have Me." Perhaps a little something has been lost in translation...I would like to recapture what has been lost. Why? Because I, as a Christ-worshipping agnostic, have seen so much un-Christian impatience with the poor encouraged by the quotation "For the poor always ye have with you."...If Jesus did in fact say that, it is a divine black joke, well suited to the occasion. It says everything about hypocrisy and nothing about the poor. It is a Christian joke, which allows Jesus to remain civil to Judas, but to chide him for his hypocrisy all the same. 'Judas, don't worry about it. There will still be plenty of poor people left long after I'm gone.’

An outward manifestation of piety mixed with inward sin
A false pretense of caring for others
A detraction from God’s servants to sound pious
3 – Peter – A servant of God giving in to fear and political correctness
Galatians 2:11-14 
11 Now when Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed him face to face about his conduct there, because he stood condemned by his own actions. 
12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when the men from Jerusalem arrived, he began to withdraw and separate himself from the Gentile believers, because he was afraid of those from the circumcision (self-righteous Jewish converts who twisted the gospel to suit their legalistic beliefs, observed Mosaic Law, and would not eat with Gentile believers).
13 The rest of the Jews joined him in this hypocrisy ignoring their knowledge that Jewish and Gentile Christians were united, under the new covenant, into one faith, with the result that even Barnabas was carried away by their hypocrisy. 
14 But when I saw that they were not being straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I told Cephas (Peter) in front of everyone, “If you, being a Jew, live as you have been living like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how is it that you are forcing the Gentiles to live like Jews if they want to eat with you?” 
A withdrawal from the good to satisfy the evil
Political associations are cultivated while Christian ones are abandoned
The truth of the gospel is undermined because of the fear of rejection
Those close by are negatively affected by the hypocrisy and begin to copy it
The Solution – Live Jesus’ Gospel (The Good News)
1 Timothy 6:20-21 20 Timothy, (1) guard and keep safe the deposit [of godly truth] entrusted to you, (2) turn away from worldly and godless chatter [with its profane, empty words], and the contradictions of what is falsely called “knowledge”—  21 which some have professed and by doing so have erred (missed the mark) and strayed from the faith. Grace be with you.
