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Treasure: Put your Money where your Heart is
Luke 12:22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
1 – Do not worry We dishonor God with our worry and demonstrate our lack of trust in Him.
2 – Your life is more than food and clothes We are concerned with the material while God says that without our lives we could not enjoy food or wear clothes.
3 – God sustains creatures in nature every day and they simply accept his provision We can see in nature the sustaining power of God in every way, why would He not sustain us?
4 – Consider how God maintains the flowers; they are adorned with beauty although fragile Even the most delicate flowers are maintained by God even if they live only one day.
5 – Do not have little faith – have great faith in God’s provision God is seeking that we challenge Him to keep His word. We are children of the King. Therefore which of these most honors our divine Sovereign: failing to claim our rights and even doubting they belong to us or asserting our privilege as children of the Royal Family and demanding the rights that accompany our inheritance? (Streams in the Desert; August 8)
6 – Set your heart on the kingdom – Psalm 106:13 But they soon forgot what he had done and did not wait for his plan to unfold. 14 In the desert they gave in to their craving; in the wilderness they put God to the test. 15 So he gave them what they asked for, but sent a wasting disease among them.
7 – Rather than seeking provision seek God first. Haggai 1:5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.”
8 – Give to the needy, provide for the poor – deposit money in heaven. Proverbs 19:17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed.
9 – Guard your Heart/Treasure  “If your treasure is on earth, and lies in earthly things, your hearts will be set upon them, and be in them, in your bags, your coffers and storehouses; and so your souls will be in danger of being lost; which loss will be an irreparable one, though you should gain the whole world. But if your treasure is put into the hands of God, your hearts will be with him, and be settled on him; your desires will be after heavenly things; your affections will be set on things above; your conversation will be in heaven, whilst you are on earth; and that will be the place and seat of your happiness, to all eternity” (Gill).
