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When Dislocation becomes Relocation
Genesis 32:24-31 (AMP) 24 And Jacob was left alone, and a Man wrestled with him until daybreak. 
25 And when [the Man] saw that He did not prevail against [Jacob], He touched the hollow of his thigh; and Jacob’s thigh was put out of joint as he wrestled with Him. 26 Then He said, Let Me go, for day is breaking. But [Jacob] said, I will not let You go unless You declare a blessing upon me. 27 [The Man] asked him, What is your name? And [in shock of realization, whispering] he said, Jacob [supplanter, schemer, trickster, swindler]! 28 And He said, Your name shall be called no more Jacob [supplanter], but Israel [contender with God]; for you have contended and have power with God and with men and have prevailed. 29 Then Jacob asked Him, Tell me, I pray You, what [in contrast] is Your name? But He said, Why is it that you ask My name? And [the Angel of God declared] a blessing on [Jacob] there. 30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel [the face of God], saying, For I have seen God face to face, and my life is spared and not snatched away. 31 And as he passed Penuel [Peniel], the sun rose upon him, and he was limping because of his thigh. 

1 - Jacob was left alone, we often overlook the value of being alone with nothing between us and God. We must make a conscious choice to drown out the noise around us and listen to God. 
2 - Jacob saw that he had no choice and he finally confronted his fears. He was preparing to meet his brother and made elaborate preparations to meet him but instead met God. We are so often overcome with fear of man that we overlook the fear, honor and respect that God deserves. We honor men before we honor God. We do not say what we really mean to people yet ignore God and thereby never develop a real relationship with Him.
3 - Jacob refused to let go, he was like a man holding onto a lifejacket in the ocean. He realized that the one that he had run from all his life now ran into him and he had to hold onto Him. The supernatural was present here and Jacob understood that He must never let go of God again. This was a crucial turning point in his life.
4 - Even while impaired he held on – his hip was dislocated, meaning his natural strength was removed. God physically injured Jacob as a sign of his combat with God. If Jacob ever doubted about his fight with God his limp would always remind him of it. The fundamentals of his life were being challenged it was as if all the ground he stood on was shaky yet He refused to allow a physical impediment restrain his blessing. Then he demanded in desperation from God what he wanted. He sought a blessing not through trickery or shameless dealing but face to face. When we are confronted by God we should seek all we can from Him. Jacob confronted himself and his shady life and realized that the one that could change him forever was willing to do so.
5 - He had prevailed in dealing with men and now prevailed with God. His tenacity was blessed. Throughout his life Jacob sought to get ahead. Before he was born he grabbed his brother’s heel and when older stole his birthright. Jacob did things wrong but his desire was right. He wanted intimate fellowship with God. He finally knew who God was after he fought with Him. The Lord initiated the fight yet

allowed Jacob to best Him. God tested Jacob; would he buckle and run or would he stand and fight for his blessing.
6 - He limped away but the sun rose on Him. As he limped away the face of God shined on Him and he was forever changed. Physical, emotional and spiritual changes were accomplished in Jacob through this severe meeting with God. God confronted the old trickster Jacob and turned him into the Contender Israel.
7 - Let God remove your strength and replace it with His own – you will never regret it. When God dislocates something in you it is to relocate you. Don’t go back. 
