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Working for the Lord

Matthew 3:7-10 TLB 7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to be baptized, he denounced them. “You sons of snakes!” he warned. “Who said that you could escape the coming wrath of God? 8 Before being baptized, prove that you have turned from sin by doing worthy deeds. 9 Don’t try to get by as you are, thinking, ‘We are safe for we are Jews, descendants of Abraham.’ That proves nothing. God can change these stones here into Jews! 10 “And even now the ax of God’s judgment is poised to chop down every unproductive tree. They will be chopped and burned.
We aren’t saved by anything good we’ve done but genuine salvation always results in a changed life, complete with new thoughts, attitudes, and behaviors. All we do should be motivated by faith, hope, and love, rooted in our relationship with Christ. This includes working for the Lord.
Scripture is filled with examples of good works: caring for others, giving our time and money, and engaging in activities like worship, prayer, and Bible reading. But we must remember four important truths or we may assume that we are the ones who define what’s good, what needs to be done, and how it should be accomplished.

First, God determines what He wants each of us to do According to Ephesians 2:10, “We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.” There are specific tasks we are appointed to accomplish as we walk according to His will. If we think believing in Christ means attending church on Sundays but living as we please all week long, we’re wasting our life. He redeemed us from sin and purified us for Himself so we could be people zealous for good deeds Titus 2:14.

Second, God equips us for whatever He calls us to do He “is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us” Ephesians 3:20. His indwelling Spirit gives us direction and strength to obey, as well as spiritual gifts that enable us to serve Him. He uses the Scripture to teach, reprove, correct, and train us in righteousness so we’ll be adequately equipped for every good work 2 Timothy 3:16-17. He uses our brothers and sisters in Christ to motivate us toward love and good deeds Hebrews 10:24. 

Third, our works are to glorify God, and not ourselves Jesus called His followers “the light of the world” and said to let their light shine so others would see their good works and glorify the Father Matthew 5:14-16. But just one chapter later, He warned them: “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them” 6:1. The difference is motivation. Our life should stand out and be characterized by good deeds in the midst of a dark, self-centered world. If commendations come our way, we need to remember that apart from Christ, we are nothing. 

Fourth, God will one day judge our works What we do now will have a tremendous impact on our eternity. As believers, we will be called before the judgment seat of Christ to account for our deeds 2 Corinthians 5:10. Some of them will be worthless and burned like wood, hay, and straw in this judgment. We will be rewarded for the good works done in obedience to God, with His power, and for His glory 1 Corinthians 3:10-15. Christ takes into account whatever we do that flows from obedience to Him, at home, work, school, church, and beyond. 
Jesus said in Luke 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much, and he who is dishonest and unjust in a very little thing is dishonest and unjust also in much.
