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Worship to the Extreme – The response to Suffering

Worship – to attribute to God all that He is – and accept all that He allows.

Job 42:1 Then Job replied to the Lord: 2 “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3 You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.

Reasons for suffering: because of sin in the universe, satanic attack, bad decisions, testing by God, God vindicates His goodness by shaming the devil and all spiritual beings by the obedience of weak humans.  The devil is incited to jealousy and rage when we worship God in the days of our calamity. The holiness and the happiness of the saints are the shame and torment of the devil and the devil’s children. Matthew Henry
One man personifies suffering: Job’s intense suffering was financial, emotional, physical and spiritual.

Job 1-2 Satan’s going on the earth may also suggest his exercising dominion over it and its people.  To walk on land often symbolized dominion over it.  God pointed out to Satan there was no one on earth like Job – here God is using sarcastic language towards Satan – in other words you walk to and fro throughout the earth but you cannot compare to my servant Job.  Satan had and has dominion over much of the world, but God pointed out that Satan could not dominate Job.  God says, “Have you considered my servant Job – you’re nothing like him.”

Satan had seen that Job was protected by a hedge provided by God, he had probably tried to infiltrate and had been unable to.  So he challenges God – he claims that if God ceases to protect Job – Job would curse him.  Satan is also attacking the integrity of God – he is saying that the only way God can have worship is by promising people health and wealth. 

Some people claim they need therapy or attribute this need to others around them.  Unfortunately, they fail to realize that coming to church is of great therapeutic value, as the Spirit of God moves through the congregation healing goes forth.  If you come to church you may need less therapy.  Their answer is that they have too many problems to come to church. My response is that perhaps they have so many problems because they don’t come to church.

When we suffer how do we look at God? Author Sam Harris says: “Either God can do nothing to stop catastrophes… or he doesn't care to, or he doesn’t exist. God is either impotent, evil, or imaginary. Take your pick, and choose wisely. Some people cannot fathom a good god allowing evil.
The Bible gives a response to suffering that even some believers have a problem with. According to Job’s example worship is the proper response to intense suffering. Satan hated Job because Job was an extreme worshiper. Satan lost his station as a worshiper of God and since then has sought to stop everyone from worshipping God.  His loss is so profound that he cannot bear that anyone worship God. Satan will do anything in his power to stop your worship.  But Job had learned a simple truth – If God takes everything away from me – I still have God.  Are you satisfied with only God?
Satan was emboldened by making an unfallen man (Adam) sin – he had no doubt that he would make Job also forsake God.  Satan was sure that Job was like most men – take away their prosperity and you take away their religion.
Satan challenged God yet again, he says that Job could withstand all outward attacks but he could not withstand an attack on his flesh, God gave permission, again.  Job’s flesh was attacked and Job was covered with one universal inflammation. 
The second time around God tells Satan that Job still holds fast his integrity. This is now added to his character, as a further achievement.  His integrity towards God was a weapon and Satan was unable to disarm him – instead of losing ground by the temptation he gained ground.
Satan urges Job by the persuasion of his own wife to curse God. She was spared to him, when the rest of his comforts were taken away, for this purpose, to be a troubler and tempter to him.  If Satan leaves anything that he has permission to take away, it is with a design to mischief. Matthew Henry
What was Job’s response to suffering?
1 – Job arose – got on his feet before God, spirits and man.  Job did not break out into indecencies; he did not faint away, but arose, as a champion to the combat. There is clarity of vision that comes from suffering, suffering takes away pettiness and gossip – there is no time for that.  People that are consumed with speaking about others perhaps have not suffered enough.  Small things become unimportant and eternity becomes more fixed in one’s mind.
2 – Job tore his robe – lost all material and was willing to suffer even further loss.  Job did not in a heat, throw off his clothes, but very gravely, in conformity to the custom of his country rent his mantle. The churches are children playing on the floor with their chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of dynamite to kill a Sunday morning. It is madness to wear ladies' straw hats and velvet hats to church; we should all be wearing crash helmets. Ushers should issue life preservers and signal flares; they should lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god may wake someday and take offense, or the waking god may draw us out to where we can never return.
3 – Job shaved his head – custom of grief, he was willing to display his suffering publicly; also loss of his personal glory.  Job did not passionately tear out his hair, lost with emotion, but deliberately shaved his head. If we're living with the heartache and pain of failure—failure at work, failure of a marriage, failure in morals, and failure at raising children we must let the heartache and pain work its way into our hearts and minds. Not salve it with, "You'll do better next time!" or "You did your best" or "Try this way of doing it!" No, we must say what a thing is, a failure on our part, and let the reality embed itself in our consciousness. Only then will we see a gracious space in our souls, where God has already entered and said, "I forgive your failure."
4 – Job fell on the ground and worshiped – the one that gave life has the right to take it; God had loaned him children and now wanted them back.  He abased himself to the dust before God, aware of his sin and submitted to the will of God – accepting the chastising hand of God.  Job does not say, “The Lord gave, and the Sabeans and Chaldeans have taken away; God made me rich and the devil has made me poor;’ but, “He that gave has taken.” 
Epictetus a stoic philosopher – said, “When you are deprived of any comfort, suppose a child taken away by death, or a part of your estate lost, say not apolesa auto – I have lost it; but apedoka – I have restored it to the right owner.”
Job followed adversity with adoration, woe with worship. Bible Knowledge Commentary
He pointed to Jesus – a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Job 19:25 I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 27 I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!

